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	2.5.2 The Application Site is well-served by public transport services, including franchised bus and green minibus with stops within 50m walking distance. The public transport services (with routes 101M, 92, 292P, 96R, 1, 1A, 1S and 792M) right next t...
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	3.1.1 The Application Site falls within the “GB” zone under the Approved Ho Chung OZP No. S/SK-HC/11. It has been designated as “GB” for almost 30 years since the gazettal of the Draft Ho Chung OZP No. S/SK-HC/1 in 1994.

	3.2 Planning History
	3.2.1 As discussed in Section 2, the Application Site includes an approved access road (about 1,246m2) connecting the adjoining “R(C)1” site and Wo Mei Hung Min Road. The approved access road, located within “GB” zone, was the subject of a S16 Plannin...

	3.3 Government’s Multi-Pronged Approach to Increase Housing Supply
	3.3.1 Housing shortage is one of the most pressing issues faced in Hong Kong in recent years and the Government has adopted a multi-pronged approach in increasing land for housing supply including identifying new land for development. It was reaffirme...
	3.3.2 Despite with a “presumption against development”, the Government has taken steps to review different “GB” sites that covered the whole territory of Hong Kong for rezoning in two stages. According to the Legislative Council Paper for the Panel on...

	3.4 Government’s Effort in Identifying “GB” Site for Housing Development in the Surrounding Area

	4 The Indicative Scheme
	4.1 Reviewing Development Potential of the Long-wasted Land while Not Compromising the Integrity and Function of the Wider “GB” Zone
	4.2 General Planning and Design Principles
	4.3 Key Development Parameters
	4.4 Building Design of the Indicative Scheme
	4.4.5 Noting that the Application Site is bounded by New Hiram’s Highway to its east and Wo Mei Hung Min Road to its south, the Indicative Scheme adopted a sensible layout design by setting back 20m and 5m from the two roads such that the future resid...
	4.4.6 The Indicative Scheme fully adheres to the SBDG. For the building setback, the building disposition has taken into account of the setback from the centre line of Wo Mei Hung Min Road which complies with relevant SBDG requirement. It is noted tha...

	4.5 Landscape Design
	4.6 Traffic Arrangement

	5 Amendment Proposal
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	6.3.1 As outlined in Section 3.3, as part of the multi-pronged approach to increase land supply, the Government has been actively reviewing and exploring the development potential of sites that fall within “GB” zone.
	6.3.2 Based on the criteria adopted in three rounds of “GB” Review by the Government, Table 6.1 below summarizes the applicability of the Application Site, as a suitable “GB” site that warrants review for suitable land uses for housing purpose.
	6.3.3 Besides, as detailed in Section 3.4, it is also noted that the Government has rezoned a total of 6 “GB” zones for residential purpose in the Sai Kung District, ranging from 0.13 to 2.95 ha, providing a total of 7,800 public housing units and 334...
	6.3.4 The Proposed Amendment under this Application, which is of a much smaller scale in terms of Site Area (about 6,601m2), PR (about 0.75), BH (about 12m and 3 storeys) is therefore not unprecedented and a proactive response to the Government’s on-g...

	6.4 Ensuring Full Compatibility with the Surrounding Context
	6.4.1 As discussed in Section 5, the Proposed Amendment at the Application Site seeks for adopting the same “R(C)1” zoning as its adjoining approved house development. By adopting the same development restrictions (in terms of PR, SC and PR), and the ...
	6.4.2 As demonstrated in Sections A-A, B-B, and C-C in Appendix A, the Proposed Amendment will be fully compatible with the low-dense living environment of Nam Pin Wai area and while at the same time not diminishing the function and integrity of the r...

	6.5 Enhancing Landscape Amenity and Upgrading Local Environment
	6.6 Adopting a Pragmatic Phasing Approach
	6.7 Inducing No Adverse Technical Impacts

	7 Conclusion
	7.1.1 This Supporting Planning Statement is submitted under Section 12A of the TPO to seek approval for the Proposed Amendment to the Approved Ho Chung OZP No. S/SK-HC/11 by rezoning the Application Site from “GB” zone to “R(C)1” zone to facilitate a ...
	7.1.2 This Supporting Planning Statement has demonstrated the suitability and technical feasibility of the Proposed Amendment at the Application Site to the same “R(C)1” zone to its immediate west, which is subject to a maximum PR of 0.75, a maximum S...
	7.1.3 The Proposed Amendment seeks to rationalize the wasted land resources at the Application Site not effectively serving “GB” function for housing purpose. This is considered in-line with Government’s on-going initiatives and criteria of reviewing ...
	7.1.4 It has been demonstrated in the technical assessments that the Proposed Amendment at the Application Site will not be generating adverse impact to the surroundings in terms of landscape, traffic, archaeological, drainage, sewerage perspectives.
	7.1.5 In view of the planning merits and justifications put forward in this Supporting Planning Statement, we sincerely seek the favourable consideration from the TPB to give support to this S12A Planning Application.
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	1 INTRODUCTION （Jane to confirm）
	1.1.1 This Visual Impact Assessment (“VIA”) is prepared in support of the Planning Application for Amendment of Plan under Section 12A of the Town Planning Ordinance (Cap. 131) for Mixed Use Development (Residential and Commercial) at Lot 796 and 1008...
	1.1.1 With a site area of about 16,965m2, the majority part of the Application Site (about 10,014 m2, about 59.0%) falls within an area zoned “OS”. A minor portion of the land within the Application Site are zoned as “AGR” (about 5,023m2, about 29.6%)...
	1.1.2 The Application Site area is about 6,601m2, which comprises of about 6,080m2 (about 92.1%) of private lots and about 521m2 (about 7.9%) of Government Land. Among the private lots, about 83.4% are solely owned by the Applicants (i.e. Sites A, B a...
	1.1.3 Currently, the Application Site is mostly vacant except the approved access road under planning application No. A/SK-HC/223 which is under construction. A few trees in fair to poor condition with generally low amenity value are scattered along t...
	1.1.4 Point (g) of paragraph 2.3 of the Town Planning Board Guidelines No. 41 (“TPB PG-No. 41”) states that a VIA is required when “the proposal may affect existing visually sensitive areas, visual amenities and visual resources on-site or off-site en...
	1.1.5 The outline for the VIA is set out below:

	2 VISUAL CONTEXT OF THE APPLICATION SITE AND ITS SURROUNDING AREA
	2.1  Site Context and Existing Land Use
	1.1.1 The Application Site is about 16,965m2, of which about 7882.7m2 (about 46.5% of the Application Site) is under private ownership and about 9081.4m2 (about 53.5% of the Application Site) is Government Land. The private lots comprise Lots 796 and ...
	2.1.1 The Application Site is located at various lots in D.D. 244 and adjoining Government Land in Nam Pin Wai, Sai Kung. Referring to Figure 1, the Application Site is situated between a “R(C)1” zone and the amenity slope of New Hiram’s Highway zoned...
	2.1.2 With a site area of about 6,601m2, the Application Site comprises of an approved access road (about 1,246m2) which is the subject of an approved S16 Planning Application (No. A/SK-HC/223), as well as land areas bisected by the approved access ro...
	2.1.3 There is an existing vehicular and pedestrian access to the northern-east of the Application Site connecting to Ping Che RoadIn terms of site topography, the approved access road is at a site level of about 19mPD, forming the highest point of th...

	2.2 Surrounding Context
	2.2.1 The Application Site is predominantly surrounded a number of brownfield uses such as open storage, workshops, plants and factories. A number of existing village type developments are also located near to the Application SiteThe Application Site ...
	2.2.2 Please refer to Figure 1 for the surrounding context of the application site.


	3 The Indicative Scheme (Jane to confirm)
	3.1 Introduction
	3.1.1 The Indicative Scheme has been carefully designed having due regard to various site constraints such as multiple land ownership as well as technical considerations such existing trees, environmental and transport arrangement. The Indicative Sche...
	1.1.1 The Indicative Scheme aims to facilitate an integrated and well-planned mixed-use development with a seamless integration with the residential, commercial, retail and social welfare facilities, and the planned transport infrastructure. The schem...
	3.1.2 The general planning and design principles of the indicative development scheme shall refer to Section 4 in the Ssupporting Pplanning Sstatement.

	1.1 The general planning and design principles of the indicative development scheme shall refer to Section 4 in the supporting planning statement.
	1.1
	1.1
	3.2 Proposed Key Development Parameters
	3.2.1 The proposed key development parameters of the Indicative Scheme are summarised in Table 3.1 below. Please also refer to Appendix A of the Supporting Planning Statement for the architectural plan of the Indicative Scheme.
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	1
	4 ASSESSMENT AREA AND SELECTION OF VIEWING POINTS
	4.1 Assessment Area
	4.1.1 According to the TPB PG-No. 41, the Assessment Area is defined by approximately three times of overall maximum BH of the subject development (175mPD 28mPD – 16mPD site formation level), i.e. 159m12m. Thus, a radius of 477m 36m (i.e. 159m 12m × 3...

	4.2 Selection of Viewing Points
	4.2.1 When assessing the potential visual impacts of the Indicative Scheme, the classification of VPs is categorised as follows:
	4.2.2 A total of 5 6 VPs are considered to be mostly impacted by the Indicative Scheme at the Application Site (Figure 2 refers). The evaluated short-range, medium-range and long-range VPs include:
	4.2.3 VP1: Footbridge across Hiram’s HighwayPing Che Mini-Soccer Pitch – This VP is located at about 230m 165m to the sounorth of the Application Site., Iit is a public footbridgeplayground linking up two sides of Hiram’s Highway.with It allows the vi...
	1.1.1 1 football court and 1 children playground. This VP allows for the assessment of medium-range visual impact on the users who engage in sport activities and enjoy leisure activities. Since users are likely to be engaging in active recreational us...
	1.1.1 VP2: Hong Kong Baptist Assembly – This VP is located at the entrance of Hong Kong Baptist Assembly. It is a camp site and expected to attract youngsters and visitor for outdoor activities. This VP is located at about 320m to the southeast of the...
	4.2.4 VP2: Bus Stop along Hiram’s Highway near Heung Chung Road – This VP is located at a distance of about 40m to the southeast of the Application Site. There are bus and minibus stops providing transport services. This VP allows for the assessment o...
	4.2.5 VP3: Wo Mei Public Parking Bus Stop at Ta Kwu Ling Rural Centre Government Offices – This VP is a public parking lot located at about 142m 10m to the north south of the Application Site near Ta Kwu Ling Rural Centre Government Offices. It allows...
	4.2.6 VP4: Footpath outside Wo Mei Village Office Tsung Shan – This medium-range VP is located at located at the junction near Wo Mei Village Office and main entrance to Wo Mei Village and it is about 130m to the southeast of Application Site. This lo...
	4.2.7 VP5: Footpath alongto the natural stream to the north of Mok Tse Che Wo Keng Shan – This VP is located at a distance of about 165m to the southwest of the Application Site. This medium-range VP is selected as it is one of the pedestrian routes l...
	4.2.8 VP6: Footpath along Nam Pin Wai Road – This VP is located at a distance of about 150m to the southwest of the Application Site. This medium-range VP is selected as it is a local road linking up Ho Chung New Village and nearby residential develop...


	ASSESSMENT OF VISUAL IMPACT
	5      ASSESSMENT OF VISUAL IMPACT
	5.1.1 This Section examines the visual impact of the Indicative Scheme by comparing it with the Planned Condition. Reference is made to TPB PG No. 41 and the following Table (Table 5.1) summarises the relevant appraisal aspects. The visual appraisal f...
	5.1.2 TPB PG No. 41 sets out the classifications of visual impact and its associated description. The classifications are tabulated below to appraise the Overall Visual Resultant Impact of the Proposed DevelopmentProposed  ondevelopment on the Visual ...
	A Baseline Scheme (i.e. subject to a maximum GFA of 124,748.092 m2 and a maximum BH of 45 storeys) has been formulated as the evaluation basis for assessing the visual impacts of the Indicative Scheme in this VIA. Same development considerations as th...
	5.1.3 This mediumlong-range VP located at Hiram’s Highway Ng Chow Road near San Uk Tsai Village and representing the kinetic view of active recreational userspedestrians who have a direct view towards the Application Site from the norsouth. As the app...
	5.1.4 Effects on Visual Composition – The visual composition from this VP under the existing existing condition comprises of Hiram’s Highway and the roundabout in the foreground, Green Beltroadside trees and low-rise workshop in the middle-ground, in ...
	5.1.5 Effects on Visual Obstruction and Visual Permeability – Visual permeability to the open sky view at the backdrop will be partly impeded by the proposed commercial and residential buildingsdevelopment under both Baseline Scheme and Indicative Sch...
	1.1.1
	5.1.6 Effects on Public Viewers – The Mini-Soccer PitchFootbridge across Hiram’s Highway is mainly for pedestrians with transient viewing duration users engaging in active recreational uses at the play area who are less attentive to distant views towa...
	1.1.1 Effects on Visual Elements/Resources – The major visual resources of this VP comprise roadside plantation of roundabout in the foreground, the Green Belt trees and low-rise buildings in the middle-ground, and mountain and open sky in the backgro...
	1.1.1 Effects on Visual Elements/Resources – The major visual resources of this VP comprise roadside trees and low-rise workshop in the foreground and open sky view in the background. Although both schemes have compatible building heights with predict...
	5.1.7
	5.1.8 Based on the above, the Indicative Scheme will bring slightly adversenegligible visual impact to the recreational users oifn Footbridge across Hiram’s Highway Ping Che Mini Soccer.
	5.1.9 This mediumshort-range VP is located to the southeast of the Application Site at Heung Chung RoadPing Che Road. It represents views of recreational users at street level looking directly towards the Application Site. The southeastern part of pro...
	5.1.10 Effects on Visual Composition – The visual composition of this VP includes the Wo Mei Hung Min Road, and retaining wall withPing Che Road and tree clusters low-rise workshops along the Pine Che Road in the foreground, roadside trees along Wo Me...
	5.1.11 Effects on Visual Obstruction and Visual Permeability –  Visual permeability to the open sky will be impeded by the commercial and residential buildingspropose development under the Baseline Scheme which has narrow gap for direct view to the sk...
	5.1.12 Effects on Public Viewers – From this VP, public viewers will be able to see a small proportion of the new developments at the Application Site. As this VP is transient in nature with the public viewers being oblivious to the visual difference ...
	5.1.13 Effects on Visual Elements/Resources –  The tree groups, mountain view and open sky are the key visual elements at this VP. Despite the Indicative Scheme will be partly visible, the mountain view and sky view are largely maintained. Although bo...
	1.1.1 Overall, the visual impact of the Indicative Scheme to this VP is considered negligible. With reference to the above, the Indicative Scheme will bring partly enhanced visual impact to the recreational users in Hong Kong Baptist Assembly.
	5.1.14
	5.1.15 This transient short-range VP is located to the north south of the Application Site at near Wo Mei Hung Min RoadPing Che Road. It represents views of carpark users, pedestrians and road users at street level looking directly towards the Applica...
	5.1.16 Effects on Visual Composition – The visual composition from this VP under the existing condition comprises Wo Mei Hung Min Road Ping Che Road in the foreground, roadside tree clusterss along Ping Che Road and low-rise workshop in the middle gro...
	5.1.17 Effects on Visual Obstruction and Visual Permeability – Visual permeability to the mountain backdrop will be impeded by the approved house at adjoining ‘R(C)1’ zone under the planned condition. Given the similar building height in the Indicativ...
	5.1.18 Effects on Public Viewers – From this VP, public viewers will be able to see the developments at the Application Site and open sky view will be screened off by proposed developmentproposed .development. As this VP is transient in nature with th...
	5.1.19 Effects on Visual Elements/Resources – The major visual resources of this VP are the tree cluster in the foreground and sky view at the background. Despite the Indicative Scheme will be visible at the middle ground, it will be embedded with the...
	5.1.20 Based on the above, the Indicative Scheme will bring negligible partly enhanced visual impact to the pedestrians and road carpark users and pedestrians at Wo Mei Public Parking bus stop near Ta Kwu Ling Rural Centre Government Offices.
	5.1.21 This longshort-range VP locates at the viewing pavilion of Tsung Shanjunction near Wo Mei Village Office and main entrance to Wo Mei Village and represents views of villagers and residents of Wo Mei Village and nearby residential developmentsth...
	5.1.22 Effects on Visual Composition – The visual composition from this VP under the existing condition comprises hillside shrublands and tree groupHiram’s Highways in the foreground, low-rise buildings and roadside plantation along Hiram’s Highway an...
	1.1.1  effects of the Indicative Scheme on visual composition are considered negligible as compared to the Baseline Scheme.
	5.1.23 Effects on Visual Obstruction and Visual Permeability, Public Views and Visual Resources – Both Planned Condition and Indicative Scheme will not be visible due to blockage of existing roadside plantation along Hiram’s Highway and Wo Mei Hong Mi...
	5.1.24 Based on the above, the Indicative Scheme will bring negligible visual impact to this VP.
	5.1.25 This mediumfar-range VP is located to the northeast southwest of the Application Site at hiking trial of Wo Keng Shanon a pedestrian route linking up the village road to the west of Yosemite and Mok Tse Che Road. It represents views of villager...
	5.1.26 Effects on Visual Composition – The visual composition from this VP under the existing condition includes hillside plantationroadside plantation in the foreground, low-rise residential buildings and roadside plantationof The Yosemite in the mid...
	5.1.27 Effects on Visual Obstruction and Visual Permeability, Public Views and Visual Resources – Both Planned Condition and Indicative Scheme will not be visible due to blockage of existing residential buildings of The Yosemite. Therefore, effects on...
	1.1.1 Effects on Visual Obstruction and Visual Permeability – Visual permeability to the mountain backdrop will be partly impeded by the residential blocks under both the Baseline Scheme and Indicative Scheme. Given both Schemes have similar building ...
	1.1.1 Effects on Public Viewers – Public viewers are expected to experience limited visual changes brought by the Indicative Scheme from this VP as compared to the Baseline Scheme, with the same building heights and unnoticeable difference in their bu...
	1.1.1 Effects on Visual Elements/Resources – The major visual resources of this VP comprise hillside plantation in the foreground and mountain view and open sky in the background. The quality and character of these visual resources will remain unchang...
	5.1.28 Based on the above, the Indicative SchemeIndicative Scheme will bring negligible visual impact to this VP.
	5.1.29 This medium range VP is located to the northwest of the Application Site at the local road linking up Ho Chung New Village and nearby residential developments such as Dynasty Lodge and Villa Royale. It represents views of villagers and resident...
	5.1.30 Effects on Visual Composition – The visual composition from this VP under the existing condition includes roadside plantation and Nam Pin Wai Road at the foreground, low-rise residential buildings of Villa Royal in the middle ground and open sk...
	5.1.31 Effects on Visual Obstruction and Visual Permeability, Public Views and Visual Resources – As both Planned Condition and Indicative Scheme would be fully obstructed by the existing residential buildings of Villa Royal and approved house at adjo...
	5.1.32 Based on the above, the Indicative Scheme will bring negligible visual impact to this VP.
	5.1.33 A summarised assessment of the visual impacts of the Indicative Scheme is given in Table 5.3.

	6 CONCLUSION
	6.1.1 This VIA is prepared in support of the Planning Application for Amendment of Plan under Section 12A of the Town Planning Ordinance (Cap. 131), in support of the rezoning from “Green Belt” (“GB”) zone to “Residential (Group C) 1” (“R(C) 1”) zone ...
	6.1.2 In this Visual Impact Assessment, a total of 5 6 VPs (including short, medium and long-range) have been assessed, among which 2 are of high-medium visual sensitivity and 3 arewhich 6 of them are medium visual sensitivity. In short, 1 VP is ident...
	6.1.3 In addition, design features incorporated into the Indicative Scheme, including the carefully designed building disposition/ layout to maximise the visual permeability, integrated landscape design to enhance the visual amenity of the area as wel...
	6.1.4 Based on the above, the Proposed Amendment demonstrated by the Indicative Scheme is considered to be fully acceptable from visual perspective.
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